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Agenda for Todayªs Webinar 

ÅWelcome and technology overview 

ÅWho is the Central Appalachian Network? 

ÅPresentation 

Å Lisa Sharp, Rural Business-Cooperative Program 
Director/Rural Development Coordinator, USDA 
Rural Development WV State Office 

Å Carrie Ray, Research and Policy Associate, MACED 

ÅQuestions and discussion 

 



Technology Overview 
ÅAttendee lists ς how to hide or 

expand 
ÅMeeting chat ς ask questions 

or make comments 
ÅAddress to host (Katy Allen) or 

to everyone 
ÅWebinar is being recorded 
ÅFollow-up email: link to 

recording and short evaluation 
survey 
 



The Central Appalachian Network 

ÅNetwork led by six non-profit organizations 

ïACEnet ς Athens, OH 

ïASD ς Abingdon, VA 

ïCEO ς Charleston, WV 

ïMACED ς Berea, KY 

ïNCIF ς Shepherdstown, WV 

ïRural Action ς Trimble, OH 

ÅShared purpose is to work for a more just and 
sustainable Appalachia 

 



The Central Appalachian Network 

ÅFocused on building and strengthening local and 
regional agricultural value chains  

 

ÅTraining, technical assistance, network-building, 
regional gatherings, online learning opportunities, 
policy outreach and education, small grants program 

 

ÅFor more information, visit www.cannetwork.org 

 

 

 

http://www.cannetwork.org/


USDA Rural Development 

ÅUSDA has the unique responsibility of 
coordinating Federal assistance to rural areas 
of the nation. 

 

ÅRural Development programs are delivered 
across three primary program areas: 
üRural Housing Service 

üRural Utilities Service (Community Programs) 

üRural Business and Cooperative Programs 

 

 

 



ÅVision:  A Rural America that is a Healthy, Safe 
& Prosperous Place to Live and Work. 

 

ÅMission:  To Increase Economic Opportunity 
and Improve the Quality of Life for all Rural 
Americans. 

 

USDA Rural Development 



Each year, across the country, USDA Rural 
Development programs: 

üCreate or preserve tens of thousands of 
rural jobs 

üBuild and update rural infrastructure  

üCreate or improve more than 60,000 units 
of quality rural housing 

USDA Rural Development 





    In Fiscal Year 2011, our agency invested more 
than $316 million in loans and grants to 
communities, businesses and individuals. 
ÅUtility programs assisted more than 17,500 water 

and waste users 

ÅBusiness programs created 297 jobs and saved 
another 600; assisted 257 businesses in rural 
communities across WV 

ÅHousing programs helped finance new or improved 
housing or provided rental assistance for more 
than 1,900 persons in rural WV 

USDA Rural Development 



ÅProvides homeownership 
opportunities to low- and 
moderate-income rural 
Americans through several 
loan, grant and loan 
guarantee programs 
ÅFunding also available to 

individuals to finance vital 
improvements necessary to 
make their homes decent, 
safe and sanitary  

USDA Rural Development 

Rural Housing Service 



ÅUsed to help low-income 
individuals or households 
purchase homes in rural areas 

ÅUsed to acquire, build (including 
funds to purchase and prepare 
sites and to provide water and 
sewage facilities), repair, 
renovate or relocate a home 

ÅEligibility is based upon income 
as it relates to the area median 
income and reasonable credit 
history 

 

USDA Rural Development 

502 Direct Loans  



Å Provides loans and grants to very 
low-income homeowners to repair, 
improve, or modernize their 
dwellings or to remove health and 
safety hazards. 

Å Loan funds are available to those 
persons who are unable to obtain 
affordable credit elsewhere, have 
very low incomes (50 percent of the 
area median income)  

Å Grant funds only available to 
homeowners 62 years old or older 
ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŀȅ ŀ 
Section 504 loan 

USDA Rural Development 

504 Housing Repair Program 

Before 

After 



ÅFinance construction of rental 
housing for low- and moderate-
income individuals and families, 
elderly or disabled persons  

 (282 projects have been 
constructed in WV) 

ÅRental assistance enables low-
income tenants to pay no more 
than 30 percent of their income 
for rent 

USDA Rural Development 

Rural Rental Housing and 
Rental Assistance 



Community Programs (Rural Utilities Service) 
ÅAdministers water and wastewater loan and grant 

programs to improve the quality of life and promote 
economic development in rural areas 

ÅElectric Program makes loans and grants to finance 
the construction of electric distribution, transmission 
and generation facilities 

ÅTelecommunications programs help promote state-of-
the-art advanced telecommunications technologies 

ÅIn WV, administers the Community Facilities program 
to develop essential community facilities for public 
use in rural areas 

 

USDA Rural Development 



ÅDirect loans offered to 
water and wastewater 
systems, including solid 
waste disposal storm 
drainage 

ÅEligible applicants include 
municipalities, counties, 
special-purpose districts 
and Indian tribes 

ÅMaximum loan term ς 40 
years not to exceed useful 
life of the facility 
 

USDA Rural Development 

Water and Environmental 
Programs 


